Standard Full Citation

“Helmdon Estate Manuscripts”, deed reference Helmdon 77, Grant of land from John
Shortlond to John Baylif (27 January 1362); held by Magdalen College Archives, Oxford, UK;
digital image provided via correspondence (to Victor Alan Shortland) by Claudia Williams
(Estates Archivist), 17" June 2026 & 21°' July 2026.

This specific deed is highly celebrated in local history because it provides the earliest documented
proof of the Shortland (Schortlond) family's centuries-long residency in the village of Helmdon.
Here is a fresh, precise translation of the 1362 medieval deed (Helmdon 77) from the Magdalen
College Oxford archives.



The Translation

Know [all] present and future that I, John, son of William Shortlond of Helmdon, have
given, granted, and by this my present charter confirmed to John Banif of the same
[place], one acre of arable land with its selions [cultivated strips] and with all its
appurtenances, lying in the fields of Helmdon.

o Whereof half an acre lies in the field toward Astwell upon Ast furlong, next to
the land of John Atte-Esche on the western side, and all that land as it lies on
the eastern side.

o And the other half acre lies upon Goresmid furlong, next to the land of
William Inchehud on the northern side, and the land which was formerly of
Thomas de Handes on the southern side.

To have and to hold the aforesaid acre of land with all its appurtenances from the chief
lords of that fee by the services therefrom due and by right accustomed.

And I, the truly aforesaid John and my heirs, will warrant, acquit, and forever defend
the aforesaid acre of land with all its appurtenances, as is aforesaid, to the prefated

John, his heirs, and his assigns against all people.

In witness whereof, I have affixed my seal to this my present charter.

Witnesses
e Philip de Grys
o William de Buckene
o William Sutors [the Tailor/Shoemaker] of Helmdon
o ..and others.

Date

Given at Helmdon on the Thursday next after the Feast of Saint Vincent, in the 35th
year of the reign of King Edward the Third after the Conquest. (This maps precisely
to Thursday, January 27, 1362).

How the Surname Appears in the Original Text

On the very first line of the parchment, the surname is written using the medieval phonetic spelling:
Schortlond. The opening Latin reads:

“Sciant presentes et futuri quod ego Johes [Johannes] filius Willi [Willelmi]
Schortlond de Helmedone...



Significance to the Shortland Lineage

o The Ancestry: This document establishes William Shortlond (born likely in the early
1300s) as the father of John Shortlond, moving the family tree back an extra generation
before the advent of standard parish registers.

o The Legacy: Local antiquarian accounts note a remarkable tradition regarding this family:
the Shortlands continued to live in Helmdon and occupy the exact same homestead (later
known as Shortlands Cottage) for over 500 years, stretching from this medieval document all
the way into the late 19th century.

The Pendant Seal & supporting Parchment Strip

Attached to the base of the 1362 Helmdon deed is an exceptionally well-preserved pendant seal of deep
red-brown wax, serving as the personal legal signature of John Shortlond. In an era predating standard
written signatures, this impression—stamped with a distinct personal signet mark—formally bound
John and his heirs to the conveyance of the land. Suspended securely via a traditional parchment tongue
sliced directly from the document's margin, the seal represents a rare material survival of 14th-century
legal administration and validates the family's active legal standing in Northamptonshire.




The Parchment Strip

The supporting parchment strip, or /ingua, bears the faint yet legible opening formula of medieval
charters, Sciant presentes & futuri ("Know [all] present and future..."). Handcrafted as an integral part
of the charter's execution, this physical link ensured that the seal could never be detached or fraudulently
transferred. Preserved among the archives of Magdalen College, Oxford, this tangible artifact bridges
centuries of family history, firmly anchoring the early Shortland lineage to the soil of Helmdon.

The Pendant Seal

The symbol's lineage traces back to antiquity,
appearing prominently in Roman mosaic floors
from the Augustan age before being widely
embraced during the Middle Ages in Christian
architecture and by prominent monastic orders
like the Cistercians and Knights Templar. In
European folklore, the continuous, unbroken
lines of these patterns were believed to possess
apotropaic powers, acting as a safeguard to ward
off evil spirits and protect binding agreements
from malevolent interference. For a medieval
landowner like John Shortland, sealing a
foundational property record with such a motif
bridged civic contract with spiritual defense,
invoking an enduring emblem of eternity,
protection, and legitimate authority over his
estate and lineage.
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